14. (Previously Amended) A method of permitting an author of an electronic document to 

simultaneously check both the spelling and meaning of words in such document comprising the 
steps of: 

[a] retrieving a word to be spell checked and word checked from said document; and 

[b] determining whether said word has been spelled correctly; and 

[c] when said word has been spelled incorrectly, presenting a first list of alternative words 
to said user as replacements for said word, and permitting said author to select a first 
replacement word for said word; and 

[d] determining whether the meaning of said word or replacement word has a designation 
as offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate for use in a text document, said designation 
being modifiable by the author; and 

[e] when said word has been designated as offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate, 
presenting a second list of alternative words to said author as replacements for said word, 

and permitting said author to select a second replacement word for said word. 

\ 

i 

* 

21. (Twice amended) The method of claim 14, further including a step of permitting an author to 

change the value of [the] a status flag for such word . \^ ^ 

24. (Previously Amended) A method of word checking an electronic document generated by a 

word processing program under control of a user oAsaid program, said method comprising the 

steps of: \ 

storing word-checking status information for said\document, including a table identifying 

offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate words used in said document; 

monitoring interaction between said user and said word processing program to identify idle 

editing periods; \ 

locating offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate words in said document during the idle 

editing periods, and updating the word checking status information in response thereto as 

needed; and \ 

modifying a word filter electronic dictionary containing said offensive and/ or potentially 

inappropriate words based on input from the user, so that the user can control which words 

in said document are to be identified in said table. 
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,29. (Tw^ce Amended) A method of automatically word checking an electronic document as it is 
generated by a user and before such electronic document is published , comprising the steps of: 




allowing the user to specify one or more word filter dictionaries to be used for filtering text 
contenoof the document, where at least one of said one or more word filter dictionaries is 
selected bVsed on an intended audience for the electronic document; and 

monitoring\data input by the user during a data input period that is intended to be included 
as a word in sard document; and 

determining whether the word is offensive and/or potentially inappropriate for use in said 
document by comparing the word against words contained in said one or more word filter 
dictionaries; and 

when the word is determined to be offensive and/or potentially inappropriate, alerting the 
user; and 

wherein a result of said worchchecking is communicated to the user while the user is still 
entering said text content of the qpcument so that the electronic document is checked 
before it is disseminated to said intended recipient and so as to control initial distribution of 
such electronic document. 



id 



36. (Twice Amended) A method of generating an electronic version of a language filter dictionary 
comprising the steps of: 

inputting data in electronic form to create a det of words in computer readable form for the 
dictionary; and 

providing a first dictionary, \irhich first dictionary is a first part of the language filter 
dictionary, for identifying each wcrrdm said set of words that has a meaning that is 
potentially inappropriate for use\n communications with a first group of persons; 

providing a second dictionary, wnich second dictionary is separate from said first electronic 
dictionary and also forms a second Wrt of the language filter dictionary, for identifying each 
word in said set of words that has a meaning that is potentially inappropriate for use in 
communications with a second group of persons. 
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40. (Twicfe amended) An electronic system for permitting a user to control which words are allowed 
^Mn an electrJmic document before the electronic document is published , said system including: 
a syktem memory for storing a word checking software module; 
a processing device for executing the word checking software module; 
an electronic dictionary for identifying a set of filter words to be filtered from the electronic 
documents, skid set of filter words including both offensive words and/or potentially 
inappropriate words, and which potentially inappropriate words are determined by 
considering an identity of an audience intended to receive the electronic document; and 
wherein the wordVhecking software module is configured such that it can perform the 
following operations: 

(i) retrieving words to be checked from the document; 

(ii) determining whether said words from the document include any from said 
set of filter w^rds 

(iii) controlling initial distribution of such electronic document based on steps (i) 
— - and (ii). 



46. (Twice Amended) The system of claim 41, wherein the word checking software module is 
configured such that it can perform the additional operation of permitting said user to change 
the value of [the] a status flag for words in said electronicyiictionary. 
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53. (Twice amended) An article of manufacture comprising: 

an electronic dictionary including a set of words and a plurality of associated status fields 
for said set of words, each status field identifying an appropriateness rating for a particular 
audience for individual words in saia set of words, such that an individual word can have a 
plurality of appropriateness ratings; \ 

a word checking routine executable by a computing device and for checking whether words 
in an unpublished electronic text document should be included in a communication to a 
particular audience, and which routine is Configured to perform the following operations: 

[a] retrieving a word to be word checkedVrom said electronic text document; and 

[b] accessing the electronic dictionary to determine whether appropriateness rating of said 
word identified in a status field for said particular audience exceeds a threshold value 
specified for such document; and \ 

[c] controlling an initial dissemination of such document based on checking said word; 
wherein the electronic dictionary and word checking routine are embodied in a computer 

readable media. \ 
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61. (Previously amended) A system for permitting a user to check the meaning of words in an 
electronic document, said system including: 

a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module, such 
module being incorporated as part of a word processing program that can be executed by a 
computer processing device; \ 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that when it is executed by 
the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) retrieving said words to be^hecked from said document; 

(ii) determining whether said word is inadvertently included and has a particular 
meaning that has been designated as potentially inappropriate for use in said 
document; and 

(iii) alerting a user to the presence df said word when it is designated as 
potentially inappropriate; and 

(iv) allowing a user to modify said weird in said document when it is designated 
as potentially inappropriate before transmitting said document to a third 
party; and 

(v) allowing a user of said word checkiilg sofware module to specify a rating 
value for a word to be used in determining whether such word is potentially 
inappropriate. 



use in 



^jV> v72. (Twice "5^mended) An electronic dictionary embodied in computer readable form for 1 

contxollimMistribution of unpublished electronic documents created by a word processing 



program, said dictionary including: 

a set of woras represented in computer readable form; 

a first electronicsdictionary incorporated as part of the electronic dictionary and being used 
for defining a first nker identifying any word in said set of words that is offensive; and 

a second electronic dictionary separate from said first electronic dictionary and also 
incorporated as part of theselectronic dictionar y, said second electronic dictionary being 
customized for defining a second filter [and being used] for identifying any word in said set 
of words that is potentially inappropriate for use in communications with a particular group 
of persons. 
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76. (Previously Amended) A method of checking the meaning of a word in an electronic document 
comprising the steps of: 

retrieving said word to be checked from the document; 

determining with a first electronic language filter whether said word has a particular 
meaning that is likely to be offensive to persons intended to read such document; and 



determining with a second electronic language filter whether said word is potentially 



inappropriate for use in communications to said persons, based in part on considering an 
identity of said persons. 



93. (Amended)sA method of checking content of an unpublished electronic document comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) specifying a language filter to be used for inspecting words of the electronic document 
to determine if it contains potentially inappropriate content, said language filter being 
based in part cm an identity of an intended recipient of the electronic document; and 

(b) specifying a language sensitivity threshold level to be used when evaluating the 
electronic document and 

(c) providing an output indicating when said language sensitivity threshold is exceeded 
based on words in the electronic document so as to control initial distribution of such 
electronic document to said Wended recipient. 



Amendment B & Response After Final for SN 091014,4 14 





97. (Amended) A sj^stem for checking content of an unpublished electronic document comprising: 



a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed \y a computer processing device; and 

a language filter, which language filters is associated with a set of words that are potentially 
inappropriate for use\with a corresponding recipient of the electronic document; and 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that when it is executed 
by the computer processmg device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) Specifying s\id language filter for checking the electronic document; 

(ii) specifying a language sensitivity threshold level to be used when evaluating 
the electronic document; 

(iii) providing an outpu\indicating when said language sensitivity threshold is 
exceeded based on words in the electronic document so as to control initial 
distribution of such electronic document to said intended recipient . 



101. (As filed) A method of controlling distribution of an electronic document to prevent 
dissemination of embarassing and/or harmful content in such electronic document, the method 
comprising the steps of: \ 

a) identifying offensive words that should not be included in an electronic document to be 
distributed to an intended third party recipient; and 

b) identifying potentially inappropriate words that should not be included in an electronic 
document to be distributed to said intended third party recipient, said potentially 
inappropriate words being based in part ©n a consideration of an identity of said 
intended third party recipient; and \ 

c) inspecting the document electronically before it is distributed to said intended third party 
recipient to see if it contains any of said offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate 
words, so that a corrective action can be taken to eliminate said offensive and/or 
potentially inappropriate words and/ or to preventMistribution of the document. 

\ 



Amendment B & Response After Final for SN 09/014,414 



8 



\ 



105. (As filed) A method of controllingvlanguage content of an electronic document, the method 
comprising the steps of: ^ 

(a) defining a word as offensive by^ specifying a first rating value for a first status field 
associated with said word in an electronic dictionary; and 

(b) defining a word as potentially inappropriate for communication with an intended 
recipient of the electronic document by specifying a second rating value for a second 
status field associated with said word in said electronic dictionary, said second rating 
value being based in part on a consideration of a gender, language use and/ or ethnicity 
of said particular recipient; and \ 

(c) entering text words for the language content of the electronic document; and 

(d) selecting whether said first status field and/or said second status field in said electronic 
dictionary should be used for examining said text words; and 

(e) reviewing the text words in accordance with step (d) to determine if any context 
restricted words are contained in the electronic document, said context restricted words 
including text words that are offensive and/ or potentially inappropriate as defined in 
steps (a) and (b); and 

(f) identifying any context restricted words in the electronic document before such 
document is transmitted to said intended recipient s© that said context restricted words 
can be modified or eliminated. 
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109. (Amended) A system for checking the word content of an unpublished electronic document, 
the system including: ^ 

a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed by a computer processing device; 

an electronic dictionary for storing dictionary words that can be used in the electronic 
document, said electronic dictionary being set up such that one or more status fields can be 
associated with such dictionary words, said status fields containing a rating for an 
offensiveness and/or inappropria tends s of such dictionary word for a corresponding 
audience; \ 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that when it is executed by 
the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) selecting one or more language filters based on identifying which of said one 
or more status fields for saicl electronic dictionary words is/ are to be used for 
checking words in the document; 

(ii) using said one or more language filters to check words used in the document 
against corresponding dictionlry words by examining said rating in said 
status field(s); 

(iii) generating an alert when said orie or more language filters detects a word that 
has a rating that indicates it is offensive and/or inappropriate for a 
corresponding audience; 

wherein publication of the electronic document dm be controlled so that when 
disseminated to third parties it [to] only includes wokls that do not have a rating that 
indicates that such word is offenstive and/ or inappropriate for a corresponding audience. 
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1 15. (Amended) A method of checking content of an electronic document whiclThas not" been 
published Comprising the steps of: 

(a) configuring a language filter to be used for inspecting content of the electronic 
document to determine if it contains potentially inappropriate text, said language filter 
being configured based in part on an identity of intended recipients of the electronic 
document-^nd 

(b) detecting wnether said electronic document includes words specified within said 
language filterWid 

(c) generating an outout indicating the presence of any words detected during step (b) so 
that the electronic ^document is checked before it is disseminated to said intended 
recipients and so as tq control initial publication of such electronic document ; 

wherein said language filterVan be adjusted during step (a) as needed according to said 
identity of said intended recipients. . 





11 S. (Amended ) A method of checking content of an electronic document that has not been 
published comprising\the steps of: 

(a) retrieving aSword from the electronic document; 

(b) inspecting saiel word with a language filter selected for the electronic document, said 
language filter consisting of either or both of a first language filter and/ or a second 
language filter, saiosiirst language filter being associated with words that are potentially 
inappropriate for use in connection with a first group of persons, and said second 
language filter being associated with words that are potentially inappropriate for use in 
connection with a second gspup of persons; 

wherein a decision to [disseminate] initially distribute the electronic documen t, including to 
said first group of persons or said second group of persons, is based on a result of step (b). 
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123. (Amended) A system for checking content of an electronic documen t, which electronic 
document has not t>een published, the system including: 

a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed by a computer processing device; 

a configurable language filter, which language filter contains words to be used for 
checking the content of the electronic document; 

wherein the wocd checking software module is configured such that when it is executed 
by the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) configuring said configurable language filter based in part on an identity of 
an intended recipient of the electronic document; 

(ii) using said ^configurable language filter to check words used in the document; 

(iii) generating ah alert when said configurable language filter is triggered; 
wherein initial dissemination of the electronic document can be controlled based on 

whether the content is appropriate for an intended audience of such electronic document 

126. (As filedi A system for checking content of an electronic document including: 

a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed by a computer processing device; 

a language^lter consisting of a first language filter and a second language filter, said first 
language filter oeing associated with words that are potentially inappropriate for use in 
connection with a^first group of persons, and said second language filter being associated 
with words that are potentially inappropriate for use in connection with a second group of 
persons; 

wherein the word checking- software module is configured such that when it is executed by 
the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) selecting either or both of said mrst and second language filters for checking 
words in the document based in part on an identity of an intended recipient 
of the electronic document; 

(ii) using either or both of said first and/or second language filters to check 
words used in the document; 

(iii) generating an indicator when either or bdth of said first and/or second 
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language filtersYis triggered; 



s\is 

wherein dissemination of the electronic document can be controlled based on whether 
words contained therein are appropriate for an intended audience. 



129. (As filed) A method of checking content of electronic documents comprising the steps of: 

(a) retrieving a word from a first electronic document; and 

(b) inspecting said word with a language filter selected for the first electronic document, 
said language filter consisting of either or both of a first language filter and/ or a second 
language filter, said first language filter being associated with words that are potentially 
inappropriate for use in connection \xrith a first group of persons, and said second 
language filter being associated with words that are potentially inappropriate for use in 
connection with a second group of persons; and 

(c) identifying whether said word falls within said first language filter and/or said second 
language filter; and ^ 

(d) repeating steps (a) through (c) for said firsuelectronic document until all words in said 
first electronic document are inspected; and\ 

(e) repeating steps (a) through (d) for a second electronic document, wherein a language 
filter selected for the second electronic document can be varied from that used for said 
first electronic document. 
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132. (As filed) A system for checking content of electronic documents including: 

a computer readable storage structure for storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed by a computer processing device; 

a language filter comprised of a firsttlanguage filter and a second language filter, said first 
language filter being associated with words that are potentially inappropriate for use in 
connection with a first group of persons, and said second language filter being associated 
with words that are potentially inappropriate for use in connection with a second group of 
persons; \ 

wherein the word checking software module is configured such that when it is executed 
by the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) selecting either or both of sail first and second language filters as said 
language filter for checking content of electronic documents such that said 
first language filter can be usedvwhen said electronic document is a first type 
of document to be disseminated to said first group of persons, while said 
second language filter can be usee when said electronic document is a second 
type of document to be disseminated to said second group of persons; 

(ii) using said language filter to check words used in said electronic documents; 

(iii) generating an alert when said language filter is triggered; 

wherein dissemination of said electronic documents, including both said first type of 
documents and said second type of documents, can be controlled based on whether the content 
therein is appropriate for an intended audience, including ^aid first and second groups of 
persons. 
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135. (As filed) A method of inspectinjAand verifying content of electronic documents comprising 
the steps of: \\ 

(a) providing one or more electronic documents whose contents are to be checked; and 

(b) providing a set of language filters, each of said language filters being associated with a set 
of words that are inappropriate^ for use with a corresponding recipient group for said one 
or more electronic documents: and 

(c) selecting one or more of said language filters based in part on an intended recipient 
group identified for each of said one or more documents; and 

(d) checking a content of said one or^more electronic documents using any language filters 
selected for said one or more electronic documents respectively during step (c); and 

(e) identifying whether any of said one or more electronic documents contain words that 
trigger said selected language filters. 



138. (As filed) A system for inspecting and verifying content of electronic documents including: 
a computer readable storage structure For storing a word checking software module that 
can be executed by a computer processing device; and 

a set of language filters, each of said language filters being associated with a set of words 
that are inappropriate for use with a corresponding recipient group for one or more 
electronic documents; and 

wherein the word checking software modl|ile is configured such that when it is executed 
by the computer processing device it can perform the following operations: 

(i) selecting one or more of said langikge filters based in part on an intended 
recipient group identified for each of said one or more documents; and 

(ii) checking a content of said one or more electronic documents using any 
language filters selected for said qpe or more electronic documents 
respectively; 

(iii) identifying whether any of said one\or more electronic documents contain 
words that trigger said selected language filters. 

wherein said system can process electronic documents individually or as a batch. 
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